Sno-King Stamp Club
Philatelic News

Serving collectors in Snohomish County and north King County since 1960
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Online at: http://sno-kingstampclub.freehostia.com/ copies of these newsletters available there, too!

Everett Meeting
Wednesday, April 8th, 7:30 PM

* Member Buy and Sell night

Sort through your extras and pick out ten or more items worthy of sales. Label them as best you
can for others (Suggest - Your Name, Country, Scott numbers, and price). They should probably
have a minimum catalog value of $10 and be priced at a reasonable percentage of Scott.

Most meetings also include show-and-tell, along with time to buy and sell stamps

2026 Club Officers
President: Steve LaVergne 206-361-3774; stampingsteve@gmail.com
Vice President: George Wanaski 206-437-1607; gwanaski@gmail.com
Treasurer: Kurt D Lange, 425-343-7435; kurt.d.lange@gmail.com
Secretary: Robin Leaden, 206-365-1794; robinleaden@netscape.net
Program Chairman: (available position)
Webmaster & http: //sno-kingstampclub.freehosti
Newsletter Editor: Kurt D Lange, 425-343-7435; kurt.d.lange@gmail.com

2026 Meeting Dates (2nd Wednesday at the Everett PUD)
4/8, 5/13, 6/10, 7/8, 8/12 BBQ, 9/9, 10/14,
11/4-NOTE that November is one week early, 12/9 Holiday Lunch
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President’s Column

Steve LaVergne

So sorry that | haven’t booked any entertainment for our April meeting. So, | propose that
each member go through his or her extras and pick out ten or more items worthy of sales. |
suggest that items have a minimum catalog value of $10 and be priced at a reasonable percentage
of Scott.

In addition, look for some philatelic item that appears worthy of a show-and-tell presentation.
You might discover that the audience response to your spellbinding oratory will encourage you to
volunteer to present a full-length program.

* % * % * % *

Member purchases from the March selection of APS circuit books aggregated a little more
than $200, the minimum necessary to avoid a mandatory five-percent surcharge. This surcharge is
distinct from the five-percent surcharge the club levies to cover postage and other expenses.

This total is a substantial drop from previous circuits. | attribute this to the declining quality
of circuit books APS is sending us.

For the second time in a row, APS sent us a book of USA “fancy cancels.” For the second
time in a row, the club returned it without purchasing a single item.

We have one member whose collecting interests include interesting cancellations of 19th
century US stamps. His conclusion: that the pricing of these “fancy cancels” is rather fanciful. The
seller asks about twice the retail value of his material.

| am asking APS to send no more “fancy cancels” books assembled by that particular owner.

About half the pages in another circuit book were plastered with canceled-to-order stamps
from the African nation of Djibouti. Our members bought exactly zero of these offerings. Here is
my message to APS:

“‘APS members are largely intermediate or advanced collectors. CTO dreck is for beginners.
Please draft a rule barring CTO material from circuit books.”

* % * % * % *

The Evergreen Stamp Club will hold its spring stamp/postcards/paper show Saturday and
Sunday, April 18 and 19, at the Kent Commons. One paper dealer scheduled for that weekend is
Michael Fairley, who owns a shop in Pioneer Square.

Those who attended the February meeting should remember Mike, who gave a short
presentation on his business and the extent to which his merchandise overlaps with our hobby.

When attending the Kent show, | hope our members will stop by Mike’s table and say Hello.
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* % * % * % *

Vice-president George Wanaski reports that his wife, Sherrie, is recovering from what he
described as a “brain bleed.” Sherrie spent quite a bit of time in a local hospital. She was
scheduled to return home Saturday, March 28. | am certain that | speak for our membership when
| wish Sherrie a speedy recovery.

April new releases from USPS

Friday, April 10 Forever American Revolution
Figures
WASHINGTON, DC 20066

Saturday, April 18 Forever Happy Birthday
PROVIDENCE, RI 02904
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Friday, April 24 Forever A Day at The Beach
BURLINGAME, CA 94010 (WESTPEX stamp show)
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An interesting answer from the world of A.l. from a question posed by the club
newsletter editor

So, | asked a question to A.l. that | know a lot of collectors have wondered about at some
point in time. | received probably the most thorough response I've heard so it just made sense to
pass it along (and also fill space in the newsletter!)

| asked it how many unique postage stamps have ever been issued in total by every country
in the world, including previously named countries and also those that no longer exist. After a
couple seconds of scouring the entirety of knowledge on the Internet, it replied...

While there is no single "official" global counter, philatelic estimates suggest that between
700,000 and 1,000,000 unique postage stamps have been issued worldwide since the first one
appeared in 1840.

The total varies significantly based on how you define a "unique" stamp (e.g., whether you
count minor color shades or perforation changes) and which entities you include.

Breakdown of the Totals

-Historical Estimates: By the year 2000, it was estimated that roughly 400,000 different types of
stamps were in existence.

-Detailed Research: More granular studies from 2011 recorded approximately 620,761 unique
stamps issued between 1840 and 2010.

-Annual Growth: On average, between 5,000 and 10,000 new stamps are issued globally every
year.

Stamp-Issuing Entities

Your question about "all previous named countries" adds another layer of complexity.
Stamps have been issued by more than 700 to 1,000 different geopolitical entities. This includes:

-Current Nations: Standard independent countries (around 193—-200).

-Former Countries: Entities that no longer exist, such as the Soviet Union, South Vietnam, or the
Ottoman Empire.

-Postal Autonomies: Colonies, provinces, cities, and military administrations that issued their own
unique stamps.

Because of this constant output and the vast number of "dead"” countries, a truly complete
"all-era” worldwide collection is considered nearly impossible.
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What a great Sno-King Stamp Show for 2026

Sure, it was compact and close quarters but a great time was had by all.
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We already have a date set for next year’s show - mark it on your
calendar - Saturday, March 6th, 2027
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