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Everett Meeting 

Wednesday, March 11th, 7:30 PM 
 
 

•APS Circuit Books 
 No specific list yet, so show up and be pleasantly surprised! 

 
 

- Although this is being published before the upcoming stamp show, we’re going to 
be so bold as to say what a huge success it was!  Well attended and with dealers that were 
again happy with their sales results - Thank You everyone for all your help in making this 
another fantastic annual show sponsored by our club. Let’s do it again next year 

 
 

Most meetings also include show-and-tell, along with time to buy and sell stamps 
 

2026 Club Officers​
 

 President: ​ ​ Steve LaVergne​ 206-361-3774;​ ​ stampingsteve@gmail.com 
 Vice President: ​ George Wanaski 206-437-1607;​​ gwanaski@gmail.com 
 Treasurer:  ​ ​ Kurt D Lange,​  425-343-7435;​ ​ kurt.d.lange@gmail.com 
 Secretary:  ​ ​ Robin Leaden,​  206-365-1794;​ ​ robinleaden@netscape.net 
 Program Chairman: ​ (available position)​ ​  
 Webmaster &​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ http: //sno-kingstampclub.freehostia.com/ 
 Newsletter Editor:  ​ Kurt D Lange, ​  425-343-7435;​ ​ kurt.d.lange@gmail.com 
  

2026 Meeting Dates   (2nd Wednesday at the Everett PUD)  
 3/11, 4/8, 5/13, 6/10, 7/8, 8/12 BBQ, 9/9, 10/14,  

11/4-NOTE that November is one week early, 12/9 Holiday Lunch  
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President’s Column 

Steve LaVergne 
 

March’s selection of American Philatelic Society circuit books should soon arrive in my 
mailbox. I wish I could apprise you members of the countries represented in the upcoming mailing. 
I consider January’s selections to have been popular. Club members’ aggregate purchases 
exceeded $500. 

 
Members might remember my presentation on Crossposting more than a year ago. To 

refresh your memories, Crossposting is a global postcard exchange phenomenon involving 
members across this earth sending postcards to other members, usually on a one-time basis. 

 
I recently tapped a source of foreign postcards sent to a local Crossposting participant. I will 

bring several packets to the March meeting. I won’t pass them around, but I will make them 
available for interested members to peruse. 

 
If you examine them, there are three factors I call to your attention. One is that for the most 

part, senders select interesting and attractive stamps from their home country, not just workhorse 
definitives. Two, participants eschew wish-you-were-here photos of stunning tropical sunsets and 
touristy medieval architecture. Instead, the postcards range from whimsy to artistic expression and 
anything in between. Three, whether connecting from Russia or the People's Republic or 
elsewhere, the vast majority write in English, sometimes with greater fluency than some college 
freshmen. 

 
I realize that the stamps, however intriguing, are modern issues which fall outside the 

collecting parameters of most members. I collect postally used stamps from all countries and 
especially prize postally-used stamps from countries infamous for flooding stamp markets with 
canceled-to-order wallpaper. I am especially proud of my small number of postally-used Disney 
topicals. 

 
I am aware that writers in the philatelic press condemn worldwide collecting as folly. But, I 

have so many older stamps that filling the adjoining empty spaces would entail missing too many 
meals. By contrast, modern issues are comparatively inexpensive. 

 
* * * * * * * 
 
A friend recently gave me a November 1938, issue of Popular Science Monthly (newstand 

price: 15 cents). On page 146, a short article bore the headline, “Stamp Collector Makes Rare 
Find.” One Los Angeles dealer, Walter Du Bois, purchased a lot which included the United States 
one-cent blue issued in 1861. He set a price of three dollars. 

 
Months later, he took a closer look at the stamp, still unsold. He discovered that it bore the 

earliest cancellation date “marked on any stamp of this Civil War issue.” An accompanying 
photograph reveals a cancellation date which appears to be August 17, 1861. 

 
This discovery enabled Du Bois to raise his price by several multiples. The article noted, 

“early cancellations of this issue are eagerly sought by collectors.” 
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Of interest to we collectors are three columns of classified ads placed by approval dealers, 
clearly aimed at juvenile readers. One dealer offered stamps from “savage Somali Coast.” 

 
This magazine offers many insights into American life between the worst of the Depression 

and the coming world war. The back-cover advertisement suggested one source of relief for “tired 
nerves.” That was to light up a Camel. 

 
* * * * * * * 
 
In the early years of your marriage, your parents gave you your father’s stamp collection. 

You assumed that this was your separate property. So, you were shocked when a divorce court 
ruled that this was community property. 

 
Recently, a Washington appeals court upheld a divorce court’s finding that a coin collection 

gifted by the husband’s parents is community property. Had the property been a stamp collection, 
the legal outcome would have remained the same. 

 
Nancy and Stanley Mayberry, a Spokane County couple, married in 1977. The marriage 

lasted 43 years, ending in 2020 when Nancy filed for divorce. The status of the coin collection was 
one of many issues a Spokane County Superior Court judge was called on to decide. 

 
Upholding the trial judge’s decision, a three-judge panel of the state’s Court of Appeals held 

that in Washington, there is a presumption that any property acquired during marriage is 
community property. The burden is on Stanley to rebut that presumption with “clear and convincing 
evidence” that the collection is his separate property. 

 
How might Stanley meet his burden of proof? Maybe his parents wrote a letter they 

considered the collection as a gift solely to him. 
 
Treating the collection as community property might have affected the court’s division of the 

couple’s property. The appeals court commented that the collection, appraised at $2,853.25, 
amounted to less than two percent of the couple’s holdings. Treating the collection as separate 
property would have had a negligible effect on the ultimate distribution. In Washington, a property 
division need not be fifty-fifty, just “fair and equitable.” 

 
There was no testimony that Stanley did anything with the collection other than stash it in 

some closet. The court commented that Nancy took physical custody and arranged for the 
appraisal. 

 
From the standpoint of his lawyer, Stanley was far from the ideal client. He and the lawyer 

prepared two declarations two years apart, unsupported by actual financial records, to the effect 
that his monthly expenses limited his ability to pay Nancy any meaningful support. 

 
Nancy disputed his statement that his monthly medical bills exceeded one thousand dollars. 

She told the trial judge that he receives medical care from the local VA hospital, which provides 
care to eligible veterans free of charge. This, the trial judge commented, casts doubt on Stanley’s 
credibility. 

 
* * * * * * * 
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For sale: a 1982 catalog of “local issues of the treaty ports of China,” published by China 
House in England. 

 
Treaty port issues are just another intriguing aspect of Far East philately. From 1893 through 

1896, eleven ports issued postage stamps for local use. These issues replaced a “subscription 
service” operated by Shanghai postal authorities. 

 
Of the eleven ports issuing stamps, seven were located on the Yangtse River, the 

westernmost being Chungking, some 1,500 miles inland. Two lay on the south coast of China, 
opposite Taiwan, and the two northern posts sat on a peninsula abutting the Yellow Sea. 

 
Postal operations varied. In some ports, stamps were issued by municipal authorities. Local 

committees handled this function in other ports. Private individuals assumed this chore in two 
ports. 

 
The catalog features description of postal operations in each port and provides catalog 

values, albeit 44 years old, expressed in pounds sterling. A quick review of those values reveals a 
meaningful collection required a healthy stamp budget, even in 1982. 

 
This catalog is part of a donation to the club. The club plans to offer it for sale at its annual 

show, which might be history by the time this newsletter reaches some readers. 
           
 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
          

February and March new releases from USPS  
 

 
February 3   Forever  Lunar New Year: Horse 
HOUSTON, TX 77201 
 
 
 
February 18   Forever  Bruce Lee 
SEATTLE, WA 98109 

 
 
 
 
 
February 24   Crab Nebula 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
 
 

 
February 24   Galaxy Pair 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
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February 28   Forever  Harriet Powers 
WASHINGTON, DC 20066 

 
 
March 13   Forever  Lowriders (autos) 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92199 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 14   Forever  Sunflower 
STRONGVILLE, OH 44136 
(Garfield-Perry Stamp Show) 
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UPCOMING SHOWS (and a thank you to NWFSC for the chart) 
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