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Everett Meeting 

Wednesday, February 11th, 7:30 PM 
 
 

•Presentation by Steve LaVergne 
 on a Life Magazine cover from 1965 featuring a stamp issued by the Vietcong. It depicts two 

guerilla warriors shooting down a U.S. Army helicopter.  The presentation will include discussion of 
the history associated with this stamp. 

 
- **********This is the last newsletter before our club hosts our annual show in Kenmore 
on Saturday 3/7. Our website contains the full details. Please make yourself available for 
Setup (8AM), takedown (3PM), and duties during the show (greeting table, dealer 
coffee/snack area, security, club sales table). We will have our club name tag lanyards 
there to be able to display who the club members are throughout the day - which will also 
provide a little advertising and P.R. for us as well. ********** 

 
 

Most meetings also include show-and-tell, along with time to buy and sell stamps 
 

2026 Club Officers​
 

 President: ​ ​ Steve LaVergne​ 206-361-3774;​ ​ stampingsteve@gmail.com 
 Vice President: ​ George Wanaski 206-437-1607;​​ gwanaski@gmail.com 
 Treasurer:  ​ ​ Kurt D Lange,​  425-343-7435;​ ​ kurt.d.lange@gmail.com 
 Secretary:  ​ ​ Robin Leaden,​  206-365-1794;​ ​ robinleaden@netscape.net 
 Program Chairman: ​ (available position)​ ​  
 Webmaster &​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ http: //sno-kingstampclub.freehostia.com/ 
 Newsletter Editor:  ​ Kurt D Lange, ​  425-343-7435;​ ​ kurt.d.lange@gmail.com 
  

2026 Meeting Dates   (2nd Wednesday at the Everett PUD)  
 2/11, 3/11, 4/8, 5/13, 6/10, 7/8, 8/12 BBQ, 9/9, 10/14,  

11/4-NOTE this one is 1 week early, 12/9 Holiday Lunch  
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President’s Column 

Steve LaVergne 
 

Normally this time of year, club officers would be bombarding you members with reminders 
about annual dues.  Not this year.  At our January meeting, the club voted, with but one dissent, to 
declare a moratorium on dues collection for 2026.  The reason is that our club treasury has an 
enormous surplus. ​  

 
Dues will resume next January, that is unless the membership exercises its democratic 

prerogative and extends the moratorium. 
 
There are some members who paid several years in advance.  For those, the club will apply 

the dues they paid for 2026 to their 2027 memberships. 
 
I do ask those members who don’t attend meetings to send me an e-mail or a phone 

message simply advising they wish to remain part of the club.  In recent years, we’ve had members 
who sold their collections and, consequently, had reason to discontinue their involvement with the 
club.  

 
The club’s healthy bank balance owes itself to several factors.  Among them are successful 

stamp shows and donations of U.S. postage which we use for mailing newsletters. 
 
  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 
I will present a short program at our February meeting.  I have a Life Magazine cover from 

1965 featuring a stamp issued by the Vietcong, depicting two guerilla warriors shooting down a 
U.S. Army helicopter.  My presentation will include discussion of the history associated with this 
stamp. 

 
This issue of Life circulated just before the role of the U.S. military shifted from a nominally 

advisory function to deployment of division-strength combat units. I will weave some personal 
history into my narrative.  

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 
The illustration at the top of the next page is a cover that was part of a collection donated 

to the club.  This cover, which features a 50-cent “Baby Zepp” airmail, celebrated a first flight.  The 
club’s price will reflect the retail value of “Baby Zepp” stamps.  

 
This cover was the most intriguing treasure in a collection of U.S. covers from the 1930s.  

The collection amounts to six binders of first day covers, flight covers and other special event 
covers.  The club will offer them for sale, with most priced at a dollar each.  Certain select items 
may cost more. 

 
The club invites offers for either the entire collection or for individual binders.  Unsold 

material will be put out for sale to the collecting public at our March 7 stamp show. 
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*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
On January 23, I received a postal card from a longtime dealer inviting his customers to 

attend the Greater Eastside Stamp Society show (GESSPEX) on “January 24-25.”  This invitation 
burbled, “Can’t wait to see you there.,”  

 
Sadly, this dealer had to wait.  GESSPEX actually took place January 31 and February 1.  

He found out January 23 when he, driving from his home south of Sacramento, stopped in Salem 
to phone a dealer friend.  So, he turned south and drove his van, weighed down by hundreds of red 
dealer boxes, the 500 miles back to his home. 

 
At the show, this dealer attributed his mix-up to his observation that historically, GESSPEX 

took place on the last weekend in January.  Since the actual weekend included part of February, he 
assumed that GESSPEX would fall on the final weekend with two January dates. 

 
  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Recently, I was able to help the Whatcom Museum in Bellingham find a speaker for its 

series on hobbies.  Seeking a speech on our hobby, it reached out to the Bellingham Stamp Club.  
Receiving no response, it contacted me by e-mail.  

 
I informed the museum’s program director that the Bellingham Stamp Club is defunct.  I was 

able to provide contact information for the Lynden Stamp Club, a few miles north.  A grateful 
museum employee informed me the Lynden club was happy to provide a speaker.  
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Here’s hope that the museum’s program sparks a resurgence of interest in stamp collecting 
in Bellingham. 

 
 
  *  *  *  *  *  *  *              
 
The American Philatelic Society is making changes to its circuit book program.  The 

precise nature of these changes is, as of this writing, unknown.  I hope to learn more when I take 
part in a Zoom meeting which will take place after this newsletter goes to press. 

 
APS is conducting this meeting in order to assess members’ reactions.  I will focus on any 

changes which affect the “club circuits” which APS circulates.  There are slightly different rules for 
club circuits, as distinguished from circuit books mailed to individual collectors.                

 
 
 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A bit of an abbreviated newsletter this month due to the chaos, carnage, and clutter at the newsletter 

editor’s house with a full kitchen remodel taking over the house and all contents and residents inside - not to 
mention the decibels involved. 

 
 
 
 

See you all March 7th at our club show.  8AM open for members for setup, 10AM open to the public 
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