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Everett Meeting
Wednesday, December 13th, 6 PM
•
Annual Club Holiday Dinner - We will hold our traditional holiday meal Wednesday,
December 13. We will convene at 6 p.m. at the V-Star Buffet, near the corner of SE Everett Mall Way
and 7th Avenue SE in Everett. This is an all-you-can-eat Chinese buffet.
•

(No raffle this time)

January Everett Meeting - Donated albums will be available to peruse but also bring your own albums
or stockbooks with your stamps for sale. Make sure you have a clear pricing policy. You can price
each stamp or offer all your holdings at a nickel or dime each, for example.
Most meetings also include show-and-tell, along with time to buy and sell stamps

Edmonds December Meeting (club dinner) combined with Everett – See above.
Happy Holidays to All!
2017 Club Officers
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Program Chairman:
Webmaster &
Newsletter Editor:

Steve LaVergne
Terry Ferrell,
Ray Anderson,
Ruth Stevens,

206-361-3774;
360-863-3019;
425-776-4442;
206-546-3357;

stampingsteve42@hotmail.com
tbferrell@juno.com
rand37@frontier.com
wastevens@frontier.com

Kurt Lange,

425-357-0551;

http: //sno-kingstampclub.freehostia.com/
ktk.lange@frontier.com

Everett 2018 meeting dates at the Snohomish P.U.D. (2nd Wednesday of each month):
1/10, 2/14, 3/14, 4/11, 5/9, 6/13, 7/11, (Aug BBQ), 9/12, 10/10, 11/14, (Dec Dinner)

1
December 2017

Sno-King Stamp Club Philatelic News

President’s Column
Instead of meeting at the PUD building, the Sno-King Stamp Club will hold its traditional holiday meal
Wednesday, December 13. We will convene at 6 p.m. at the V-Star Buffet, near the corner of SE Everett Mall
Way and 7th Avenue SE in Everett. This is an all-you-can-eat Chinese buffet.
We are dispensing with the usual raffle. It is my impression that once the first four or five items are taken,
raffle winners wind up choosing among items nobody really wants.
As mentioned earlier, our January meeting will feature several albums donated to the club. Members will have
the chance to pick through these albums at about 25 percent of catalog value. This collection is strong in
Ireland and Switzerland, with some good US and UN material.
Since there are not enough albums for every member likely to attend, I invite members to bring albums or
stock books with stamps for sale. Make sure you have a clear pricing policy. You can price each stamp or
offer your holdings at a nickel or dime each.
*******
Save Sunday, March 11. That is the date of our annual stamp show, to be held in Savior Hall, on the grounds
of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in southeast Everett. This is the same location as we had for our 2017
show.
We decided to deviate from our tradition of holding our show on the Sunday which falls during President’s Day
weekend. If we had stuck to Presidents Day weekend, we would lose some dealers to competing events.
*******
We noticed that in February, Fenwick moved its bourse from the second Sunday to Sunday, February 4. We
wonder whether Fenwick's organizer is aware that February 4 is Super Bowl Sunday. Maybe it didn't matter to
her once it became likely the Seahawks' season will be over by then.
Dealers might grumble. The typical collector can show up when the bourse opens and have time to blow
through six months of his stamp budget and still make it home in time for kickoff.
*******
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Harry Reynolds, longtime member of the Sno-King Stamp Club.
Harry died October 24 of pneumonia, which doctors discovered when he was hospitalized for injuries suffered
in a fall. Harry was in his late 80s. Harry served as the club vice-president during the six years that Larry
Mann served as president. Harry specialized in China and weather-related topicals. He developed the latter
interest during his career as a meteorologist.
Born in Buffalo, N.Y., Harry served 22 years in the Air Force as a meteorologist. Upon retiring from federal
service, he moved to Spokane, where he worked another 20 years as a meteorologist. He retired in 1992. He
became active in the Inland Empire Philatelic Society and served as that club's president. After his wife,
Shirley, died, he moved to Shoreline in 2004 to live with his son.
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According to his son, he loved "his wife, stamps and Spokane." He did not relish living away from Spokane.
As we go to press, we have no word as to funeral plans.
We thank the Lilac Hinge, publication of the Inland Empire Philatelic Society, and its editor, Larry Mann, for
many details of Harry's life. It was Larry, in his former role as president of the Sno-King club, who invited Harry
to serve as vice-president.
*******
The Greater Eastside Stamp Society (GESS) will hold its annual stamp show, GESSPEX, Saturday, January
27, and Sunday, January 28, at the VFW Hall in Redmond. The address is 4840 148th Avenue Northeast.
The show will feature 15 dealers, exhibits and a "What's in Your Attic" table. Show opens at 10AM both days.
Closing time is 5PM Saturday and 4PM Sunday.
*******
At a stamp show, we picked up four back issues of American stamp Dealer & Collector. Earlier, this
publication mailed us a subscription pitch. It is the slick-paper trade journal of the American Stamp Dealers
Association. However, it seeks to expand its subscriber base to include collectors as well as dealers.
Its mailer teased us by promising coverage that is well-written, engaging and even contrarian. Reading
between the lines, it's pitch seemed to be that the editors are itching to challenge some unwritten rule that
philatelic prose be plodding and ponderous.
Its pages do feature some lively writing. There were provocative essays on the future of philately. Some
contributors offered a prognosis rosier that most. They see the hobby changing, not just shrinking. It's just that
newer collectors shun stamp shops and shows and build their collection over the Internet.
One writer urges the hobby to recruit new devotees from the ranks of the freshly retired rather than involving
youth. Once liberated from the financial burden of putting kids through college, these people have money to
spend and need activities to fill those extra hours.
One recent study found that men newly retired expect greater companionship from wives. Meanwhile, freshly
retired women expect to spend more time doting on grandchildren. This makes for tension within the marriage.
The solution: men need to find a hobby.
This solution has its own problems. The woman who once expressed annoyance at her clinging mate
suddenly finds herself a stamp widow.
One writer decried efforts to entice youth. Today's youngsters have never set foot inside a post office. They
have never used a stamp to mail a letter. Get them started on collecting US? The crush of new issues will
engorge their allowances. Instead, have them soak modern US commemorates off envelopes. That will sour
them for good on collecting.
One writer bemoaned one trend within philately. This he sees as the bifurcation between topical specialists
and more traditional collectors. This bifurcation, he complained, threatens the very foundation of the hobby.
Topical collecting has beget a glut of new issues likely to swamp the market. Philately will go the way of other
collectibles, which could not survive surpluses.
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"The rise in new issuance volumes is aimed at topical collectors and has, no doubt, increased their numbers.
The negatives, however, outweigh the positive. Topical collecting is mainly a new issue collecting market and
does little to reduce the buildup of classic stamp inventories, a looming industry problem," writer Richard
Lehmann wrote in the May 2017 issue.
These four issues may or may not give you some idea as to whether this publication is right for you. I scanned
a more recent issue. The magazine has a new editor, who announced his arrival by promising changes.
*******
A stamp collection figured in a recent crime dramatized on cable TV. One Matthew Dion beat his parents and
then strangled them. Days later, he torched their home to cover his killings; hoping authorities would attribute
his parents' deaths to an accidental house fire. However, he left unmistakable evidence of arson. Authorities
could smell an accelerant. There were multiple combustion points.
Moreover, arson investigators expected to find a charred chunk that remained of the father's stamp collection.
Bob Dion, his father, was an avid collector who, at the time of his killing, was instrumental in planning his
stamp club's imminent stamp show. The only sign of the collection was a trail of loose stamps leading to a
back door.
Matthew Dion became a fugitive. He financed his wanderings by selling his father's collection piecemeal to a
Boston hobby shop. The Colonial Trading Company paid him an aggregate of $6,000 for parts of the
collection. Dion drifted south and, using an alias, enticed a Florida mother into becoming his fiancée. A
Facebook photo of the couple led to his capture. He is serving a 60-year sentence in a New Hampshire prison.
Matthew Dion never shared his father's interest in stamp collecting. He was too depraved to savor the sublime
pleasures of a philatelic treasure hunt. Instead, he spent many an idle hour with his collection of videos – the
content of which is best left not discussed here.

Let’s Think About Really, Really Common Stamps
- here’s some random info from the pages of the Scott Catalogue:

Take a brief moment to think about the most common U.S. stamps
ever printed. Pictured are the top 6 commemorative printings
according to the Scott info. There are also dozens upon dozens more
which each have OVER ONE BILLION printed. Just these 6 top
ones alone account for 20 Billion. TWENTY BILLION.
A hypothetical coil of a billion stamps could nearly wrap around the
entire planet.
*And there are almost 50 US commemoratives that had
a billion or BillionS (plural) printed.
Whew! It’s just a little crazy when you think about
these sorts of numbers.
(pictured:
#707 4.2 billion
#1008 2.9 billion
#4478-81 2 billion
#C25 4.7 billion

#3030 2.5 billion
#C39 5 billion)
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Another Holiday Stamp Option for 2017.
by Alex Hamling

The USPS Computer Vended Postage (CVP) stamp featuring a zoomed in and inverted image of the “Deck the Halls”
stamp (fa la la la la, and cookies) from the Christmas Carols booklet is now available in our area. The repurposed
artwork is by Steve McCracken of Winchester, Va. Like most modern U.S. stamps, this is a Forever stamp and will be
valid for postage in the future.
I found my copies after stopping in at the Hoyt Street Post Office on November 27th and accessing self-service kiosk in
Everett, WA. The lobby is open from 5:30AM until 8PM to access the kiosk. Scott’s Catalog will list this stamp as US
CVP101.
It is also possible to obtain a “Cinderella Stamp” (not valid for postage) if one buys an odd number of stamps. While the
image is the same, there is additional wording of “THIS BLOCK IS NOT VALID POSTAGE.”
While we associate the song “Deck the Halls” with Christmas, its origin is multinational with an original Welsh melody
about New Year’s Eve. The melody is thought to have been created in the 16th century in the form of a medieval ballad.
Later, John Perry (aka “Blind Perry” of Ruabon), a blind Welsh harpist, had transcribed the musical notations in 1741 and
titled his work as “Nos Galan” or “New Year’s Eve.”
From here LOTS of Welsh and English original verses were created. Some have very clear translations, while others are
original works in both languages.
In 1794, Edward Jones, is credited for the first known publication of the melody "Nos Galan", from "Musical and Poetical
Relicks of the Welsh Bards" with a single verse in both Welsh and English.
Welsh:
O mor gynnes mynwes meinwen,
fal lal lal lal lal lal lal lal la:
O mor fwyn yw llwya meillionen,
fal lal lal lal lal lal lal lal la:
O mor felus yw’r cusanau,
[instrumental flourish]
Gyda serch a mwynion eiriau
fal lal lal lal lal lal lal lal la:
English:
Oh! how soft my fair one’s bosom,
fal lal lal lal lal lal lal lal la:
Oh! how sweet the grove in blossom,
fal lal lal lal lal lal lal lal la:
Oh! how blessed are the blisses,
[instrumental flourish]
Words of love, and mutual kisses,
fal lal lal lal lal lal lal lal la:
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The musical notes of “Nog Galan,” were rearranged to be played on either a piano or harp in 1862 and the song was
expanded to a three verse carol. Scottish musician Thomas Oliphant created the original English verse of “Deck the Hall
With Boughs of Holly.” Of note, there is no reference to New Year’s Eve in his English version, but does reference
Christmas.
Oliphant’s English 1st verse:
Deck the hall with boughs of holly,
Fa, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la!
'Tis the season to be jolly,
Fa, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la!
Fill the meadcup, drain the barrel,
Fa, la, la, la, la, la, la, la!
Troul the ancient Christmas carol,
Fa, la, la, la, la, la, la, la!
The accompanying John Talhaiarn's Welsh verse still sung of New Year’s Eve:
Goreu pleser ar nos galan,
Tŷ a thân a theulu diddan,
Calon lân a chwrw melyn,
Pennill mwyn a llais y delyn,
English Translation:
The best pleasure on new year's eve,
Is house and fire and a pleasant family,
A pure heart and brown ale,
A gentle song and the voice of the harp
The modern version of "Deck the Halls" is the one published in an 1866 songbook titled “The Song Book: Words and
Tunes from the Best Poets and Musicians” by John Hullah, and English composer and music teacher. The song title is
“Deck the Hall with Boughs of Holly” with a note that the tune is “New Year’s Eve,” in reference to the 1862 piano or
harp composition. This current version also references the ending of one year and the start of a new year.
Verse 3:
Fast away the old year passes,
Fa la la la la, la la la la,
Hail the new, ye lads and lasses!
Fa la la la la, la la la la,
Laughing, quaffing, all together,
Fa la la, la la, la la la,
Heedless of the wind and weather,
Fa la la la la, la la la la.

Other versions that were soon created include a two verse Welsh poem was created by John Ceiriog Hughes, circa 1873,
and titled again as “Nos Galan” (New Year’s Eve) with the last two stanzas being:
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(Welsh)
Oer yw'r bobol na ofalan',
Fa la la la la, la la la la.
Gwrdd a'u gilydd Ar Nos Galan,
Fa la la la la, la la la la.
(Englsih)
Cold are the people who don't make plans
Fa la la la la, la la la la.
To meet each other on New Year's Eve,
Fa la la la la, la la la la.
English dramatics and translator, John Oxenford, then composted his own English lyrics to the tune and titled it Soon the
Hoar Old Year Will Leave Us, circa 1873. The first verse being:
Soon the hoar old year will leave us,
Fal, la, la , la, la, la, la, la, la.
But the parting must not grieve us,
Fal, la, la , la, la, la, la, la, la.
When the New Year comes tomorrow,
Fal, la, la , la, la, la, la, la, la.
Let him find no trace of sorrow,
Fal, la, la , la, la, la, la, la, la.
The word “hoar” is short for “hoar frost” which is a type of frost that consists of white to grey ice crystals that forms on
the ground or to exposed objects such as wires or leaves.
Additional verses may have been added by Welsh miners who emigrated to the Appalachian Mountains, but these have
fallen out of favor.
The modern English version has 12 repeated “Fa la la la la la la la la”s, making a total of 96 “La”s throughout the song.
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